INTRODUCTION

It was William Rossetti who planned, in 1867, to
bring out in England a volume of selections from
Whitman's poetry, in the belief that it; was better to
leave out the poems that had provoked such adverse
criticism, in order to get Whitman a foothold among
those who might prefer to have an expurgated edition.
Whitman's attitude toward the plan at the time is
given in a letter which he wrote to Rossefti on De-
cember 3, 1867:"! cannot and will not consent of my
own volition to countenance an expurgated edition
of my pieces. I have steadily refused to do so under
seductive offers, here in my own country, and must
not do so in another country." It appeared, however,
that Rossetti had already advanced his project, and
Whitman graciously added: "If, before the arrival of
this letter, you have practically invested in, and accom-
plished, or partially accomplished, any plan, even
contrary to this letter, I do not expect you to abandon
it, at loss of outlay; but shall Iwna Jitle consider you
blameless if you let it go on, and be carried out, as you
may have arranged. It is the question of the author-
ization of an expurgated edition proceeding from me,
that deepest engages me. The facts of the different
ways, one way or another way, in which the book may
appear in England, out of influences not under the
shelter of rny umbrage, are of much less importance to
me. After making the foregoing explanation, I .shall,
I think, accept kindly whatever happens. For I feel,
indeed know, that I am in the hands of a friend, and
that niy pieces will receive that truest, brightest of
light and perception coming from love. In that, all